Minutes of Local School Council Meeting, Wednesday, November 15, 2006

Drummond Montessori Magnet School

1845 W. Cortland

Chicago, IL 60622

773-534-4120

LSC Members in Attendance:  Craig, Hennelly, Martin-Hayes, Labrada, Salamanca, Kuzniar, Collins, Cruz, McDonald, Cantello, Ahern (took seat as LSC member during the course of the meeting.)

No LSC Member was absent.

Others present: Brenda Fowler, Michael Hannan, Kathleen Kerber, Amy Rosenow, Myra Zuvich, Rachel Gross, Mark Neidlinger, Jane Boal Walther, Angelo Artemakis, Jennifer James

Meeting was called to order at 5:05pm

Agenda:

1.  Motion was made to accept minutes of October 18, 2006 regular meeting and October 30, 2006 special LSC meeting and passed unanimously.

2.  Recognition of Hideout contribution to Drummond- The LSC recognized the owners of the Hideout, Jim Hinchsliff, Mike Hinchsliff, Tim Tuton, Katie Tuton for their generous contribution to Drummond School.

3.  The Bookfair fundraiser was proposed by Ms. Zakas and approved unanimously.
4.  Principal’s Monthly Report 

a.  Ms. Collins reported that the Office of Academic Enhancement had committed to her to fully fund the Montessori program at Drummond, including the 4th early childhood classroom, all TAs and our Montessori Director. Letters were sent by parents and calls were made by our elected officials, which helped bring about this result. The new Deputy Director of OAE is Abigayil Joseph, who spoke to Ms. Collins about a grant application for Drummond under the 2007 magnet grant program. The grant must propose a “significant change” to a magnet program in order to qualify.  One new program that may meet this need is the international baccalaureate (IB) program. The IB program could have a curriculum tie-in and one focus talked about in relation to Drummond was an agricultural science focus.  Ms. Collins will research this program and forward information to the LSC about it.  Jack Harnedy said we are on the top of the list when considering the grant.
 b.  LSC unanimously approved the movement of $3,000 from a bucket to pay clerks during the intercession break.

c.  LSC unanimously approved the parking contract with Club Lucky provided it includes a 90 day termination clause.  Club Lucky will pay $500 a month for this parking privilege.

d.  Academic Achievement Report- Drummond’s ISAT test scores rose by over 30% for the entire school.  Each age group highlighted showed an increase and Hispanic students by group had a large increase of an over 30% in test scores!
e. Least Restrictive Environment (LRE)-  The bulk of children that have special needs at Drummond are in middle school.  Drummond has hired an aide to help Ms. Gray, our case manager and teacher.  We have a grant of $55,000 to help with LRE issues at the school.  Ms. Collins will spend it on professional development and differentiated instruction. Ms. Gray will also be training teachers.

5.  NCLB transfer of funds for parent buses.  In December, there will be a trip to the Art Institute, in February, there’s a live show trip and a 3rd trip to the Botanical Gardens.  The transfer was less than $1,000, so LSC approval was not needed.
5.  Motion to go to closed session for election of community representative passed unanimously.

7.  Upon motion to come back into open session, LSC vote on community representative 8-1 in favor of the selection of Mr. Greg Ahern.  Ms. Cantello voted for Mr. Rosenthal, Mr. Hennelly abstained from voting.
8. Power of Parents meeting at McCormick Place- Ms. Collins asked for a great showing from Drummond parents in attending the meeting.

9.  Principal Evaluation Committee- Mr. Hannan, Chair of PE Committee presented work being done on Principal Evaluation that includes: 
(a) town hall meeting will not be held,

(b) a list of documents (principal’s reports, etc.) will be requested of Ms. Collins to help with review of her performance,
(c) staff and parent surveys were created and distributed.

10.  Asthma Walk- Ms. Zuvich, Chair, thanked everyone for their help with making the walk a great success.  We set a goal of raising $2,000- and $2,272 was raised!  Over 60 members of Drummond community participated.

11.  PTO Report made by Mrs. Kuzniar-
a- Taffy Apple sale made $665.00.  
b- The PTO is seeking non-profit status and its budget for the year is $5,000.  Excess will be given to the school in May.  
c- Food drive for families in our own school will be held.  
d- A coat coupon project will also be initiated.  
e- The Math afternoon was a great success.

12.  The Grant committee report made by Ms. Cantello

a- Two previous priorities for grants have been designated- Choral program and Garden project.  Grant Committee will seek any other priorities from the LSC at a later date.  

13.  Montessori Report made by Mr. Neidlinger

a. Mr. Neidlinger demonstrated how the school’s new assessment tool tracks child development.
14.  SIPAAA committee report made by Mrs. Kuzniar

a- Committee met for first time on 11/1.
b- The job of the committee is to monitor the progress of SIPAAA implementation at the school.
c- The school has cycle meetings that follow SIPAAA goals.
d- Ms. Cantello will draft spreadsheet to track progress on SIPAAA implementation.

15. Cinco de Mayo report by Friends of Drummond Treasurer Angelo Artemakis

i. $24,477 in cash collected, $10,000 grant was also donated but not obligated yet adds to approx. $35,000 gross.  Subtraction of $8,000 in expenses equals $15,896 in cash and $10,000 in grant.

ii. The money would go into a 280 account once it is turned over to the school.

iii. FOD could get permission to deobligate some funds from landscaping to meet other school needs.

Motion to adjourn unanimous 7:10pm.  Next meeting December 13, 2006, 5:00pm in the Library.

